
 

Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by 

design to have a God-centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal 

discipleship through intentional and systematic instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a 

church planting church; and a Grace-based fellowship where disciples are invited to live under a reigning grace 

characterized by a Gospel-driven sanctification that celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian life. 

 

Greetings: 
 
The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 
week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  
In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 
the congregation. 
 
They are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye mistakes can be found.  So he 
asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and charity. 
 
Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to 
email him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Date:  January 30, 2011 
Title:  “The Promised Seed – His Journey” 
Text:  Ruth 4:13-22; Matthew 1:1-17 
 
Introduction:  
“Every great story has a great ending, and Ruth’s story has one of the best. The writer doesn’t 
reveal the “punch line” until the last few verses, where we read that God blessed the romance 
and marriage of Ruth and Boaz by placing them in the line of the Messiah. Their son Obed was 
the grandfather of David.”  http://www.preceptaustin.org/Ruth_commentaries_2.htm 

 

“Though the story treats Ruth as the heroine, the story revolves around the redemption of 
Naomi. The book begins and ends focusing on Naomi. This reveals God’s character in His 
faithfulness toward His covenant promise of protecting His chosen people, His loving 
kindness in providing for the helpless widow, and His sovereignty in the surprising twist of 
using the Moabitess to provide for Naomi. The sub-theme focuses on Ruth’s redemption and 
God’s mercy in grafting the Gentiles into His chosen people for redemption. The heart of the 
story is God’s provision, both in expected ways (providing for Naomi and ultimately Israel 
through Ruth’s line) and in unexpected ways (providing for Ruth, the Moabitess). While 
Naomi receives provision and blessing, Ruth is God’s instrument for this. It is the Abrahamic 
covenant in reverse: instead of the nations being blessed through Israel, Israel is blessed 
through a Gentile.”  “A Literary Analysis of the Book of Ruth,” Study By: Heather Goodman  

http://bible.org/article/literary-analysis-book-ruth#P58_15377 

 
“In 1982, Reader's Digest decided to make the Bible easier to read. Translators, paraphrasers 
and a variety of religious entrepreneurs have been providing more and more modern 
versions of the Bible to keep pace with our rapidly deteriorating use of the English 
language. Reader's Digest went one step further, condensing the Bible—excising what they 
considered "extraneous"—providing an abridged version called The Reader's Digest Bible.  
 
Among the passages deemed "unnecessary" were the many genealogies. Yet, the frequency 
with which genealogies appear in the Scriptures is evidence of their importance. 
Genealogies established one's Jewishness, one's tribal identity, one's right to the priesthood 
and one's right to kingship.  
 
From all the genealogies in the Hebrew Scriptures, two observations become apparent. 
With very rare exceptions, only the male line is traced and only men's names appear. The 
descendancy of women is not given and their names are only mentioned in passing. Since 
biblically it was the father who determined both national and tribal identity, it was 
reasoned that only his line was necessary.  
 
In addition, only one line is traced from the beginning to the end of the biblical history, the 
line of King David. The Scriptures reveal every name before David (Adam to David) and 
every name after David (David to Zerubbabel). Since the Messiah was to be of the house of 
David, this can also be labeled as the messianic line. In fact, the genealogies limit more and 
more the human origin of the Messiah. As the Seed of the woman, Messiah had to come out 
of humanity. As the Seed of Abraham, Messiah had to come from the nation of Israel. As 
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the Seed of Judah, he had to be of the tribe of Judah. As the Seed of David, he had to be of 
the family of David.” 
http://www.jewsforjesus.org/publications/issues/5_6/genealogy “The Genealogy of the Messiah” by Arnold G. Fruchtenbaum 

 
 
“It’s like the story of the man who was asked to write a review of the phone book. His 
summary: “Great cast of characters. Weak plot.” That’s the way we feel when we examine 
Matthew 1: “Great cast of characters. Weak plot.” Unless you happen to know the Old 
Testament.”  http://www.keepbelieving.com/sermon/1992-12-20-Four-Women-in-Jesus-Family-Tree/ 

 
I must confess, biblical genealogies do not excite me with any degree of significance.  In my 
past readings I would often skip over or skim through the names.  It has only been recently 
that genealogies have taken on a more noteworthy role in my readings.  Here is why: “Biblical 
genealogies chronicle for the reader the promised seed’s journey.”  And nowhere is this seen 
more readily than in the genealogy of Joseph.  Let me step back from the Book of Ruth and 
look at the Gospel of Matthew.  
 
The book of Ruth ends with a simple genealogical statement.  Notice its parallel in Matthew 1. 
 

Ruth 4:18-22 Matthew 1:3-6 
18 Now these are the generations of Perez: to 
Perez was born Hezron, 19 and to Hezron was 
born Ram, and to Ram, Amminadab, 20 and to 
Amminadab was born Nahshon, and to 
Nahshon, Salmon, 21 and to Salmon was born 
Boaz, and to Boaz, Obed, 22 and to Obed was 
born Jesse, and to Jesse, David. 

3 Judah was the father of Perez and Zerah by 
Tamar, Perez was the father of Hezron, and 
Hezron the father of Ram. 4 Ram was the 
father of Amminadab, Amminadab the father 
of Nahshon, and Nahshon the father of 
Salmon. 5 Salmon was the father of Boaz by 
Rahab, Boaz was the father of Obed by Ruth, 
and Obed the father of Jesse. 6 Jesse was the 
father of David the king. David was the father 
of Solomon by Bathsheba who had been the 
wife of Uriah. 

 
In twenty-two short verses in Ruth 4, Ruth moves from widowhood and poverty to marriage 
and wealth (2:1).  As we mark and celebrate God’s promise to provide the seed which will 
crush the serpent’s head, we thank Him for the abundance of His mercy and grace.  In mercy, 
He withholds from us the just desserts of our transgressions against Him; and in grace He 
provides for us the sole means of entering into His family once more.   
 
THE BIG PICTURE: 
The language of Ruth 4:13-16 is impregnated with meaning and significance.   

1. The Lord enabled her to conceive (v. 13) 
2. The Lord has not left Naomi without a redeemer (v. 14a) 
3. The Lord promises to make his name famous (v. 14b [notice the ever increasing circle of 

influence; v. 11b w/ v. 14b]) 
4. The Lord provides a “restorer of life and a sustainer of your old age” (v. 15a) 
5. The Lord provides a daughter-in-law who is better than seven sons (v. 15b [wow!]) 
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6. The Lord allows Naomi to taste and see His goodness to her directly and immediately 
(v. 16) 

 
Within the context of this incredible overflow and lavish dispensing of His loving-kindness 
(i.e. hesed), there are four notable traits as we mark the seed’s journey. 
 
The Storyline: 
1. It establishes Jesus as part of the royal family of David. 
2. It demonstrates that Jesus Christ had historical roots. 
3. It’s a chronicle of the grace of God. 
 
The Problem: 
We get lost in the mundane and routine and forget how we are part of the larger Story. 
 
The Holy Spirit is calling to us from this passage to consider three ideas. 
To Know: The Holy Spirit desires for us to know how God is always moving life toward the 

full and final fulfillment of His Story. 
To Choose: The Holy Spirit desires for us to choose to trust Him, even when our 

circumstances might appear otherwise. 
To Feel: The Holy Spirit desires for us to feel the joy of resting in His wisdom and 

strength, not in our own, as to life’s significance and meaning. 
 
Outline: 
 
There are four words capturing the primary movement and theme as summarized in Ruth 
4:13-22 and Matthew 1:1-17. 
 

I. Promise 
 
In this short snippet, the author is intentional in who is included.  For the author of Ruth the 
primary intent is to provide genealogical validity to King David.  Ruth’s pregnancy is seen as 
having been enabled by the Lord.  The child is viewed as a fulfillment of Genesis 3:15 (v. 14 [as 
were all children]).  This idea of the seed promise is so engrained within the woof and fiber of 
the nation that it is incapable of being extracted from it.  The hope and desire of the nation 
would be found in one who is “famous” (v. 14), whose name and fame encircle the globe 
(Compare Matthew 4:23-25 with Isaiah 11:9).  The one born is to be “a restorer of life and a 
sustainer of your old age” (v. 15).  The accolades laid on Ruth are significant.  To be seen as 
“better than seven sons” (v. 15) is enormously significant.  David comes from the tribe of 
Judah from which the ruling scepter arises (see further Genesis 49:10; Numbers 24:17; Psalm 
60:7; Hebrews 1:8). 
 

• “The scepter shall not depart from Judah, Nor the ruler's staff from between his feet, 
Until Shiloh comes, And to him shall be the obedience of the peoples” (Gen. 49:10). 
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• “I see him, but not now; I behold him, but not near; A star shall come forth from Jacob, 
A scepter shall rise from Israel, And shall crush through the forehead of Moab, And 
tear down all the sons of Sheth” (Num. 24:17). 

 
Matthew picks up this strain and expands on it as to the culmination or fulfillment in Joseph 
whose lineage is shown to be of Judah’s seed.  The Joseph narrative intentionally ties the birth 
of Jesus into Davidic royalty.  Jesus is Judah’s scepter. 
 
Yet the genealogy does more than just tie us back to David or Judah or Abraham.  The 
genealogy enables us to track the seed’s journey.  Nothing in the Scripture is ancillary to the 
primary.  Each piece has its place in the larger whole.  All of these ties directly back to Genesis 
3:15. 
 

“And I will put enmity Between you and the woman, And between your seed and her 
seed; He shall bruise you on the head, And you shall bruise him on the heel” (Gen. 
3:15). 

 
Every genealogy enables us to mark the seed’s journey.  The second aspect of every genealogy 
is not only to note where the seed is in relation to promise, but also to note how the 
circumstances surrounding the seed’s preservation are varied and precarious.  
 
For example, every king of Judah enjoyed the anointing of the Holy Spirit for the purpose of 
mediating for God His kingdom.  No ruler in the ten northern tribes had this unique gifting.  
Yet not all the kings of Judah were morally or spiritually good.  Nonetheless despite their dark 
existence, God preserved His seed in fulfillment of promise. 
 

II. Grace 
 
When we break this down to the section noted by Ruth and then in Matthew, this idea is 
equally pronounced.  There are four notable characters inside of these few short verses: Tamar, 
Rahab, Ruth, and Bathsheba.  “The genealogy of Jesus that we find at the beginning of the 
Gospel of Matthew is a male lineage. Only four women from the Hebrew Bible (Old 
Testament) are included in this long lineage, one of whom is Ruth.”  
 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Book_of_Ruth 
 
“The first is that while they are entirely Jewish in outlook, they do nevertheless overleap the 
boundary of the Hebrew nation in a most remarkable way in the inclusion of Rahab; and they 
violate the prejudice of Judaism in the introduction of women. This violation is the more 
remarkable when we remember the character of the women whose names are introduced.” (G. 
Campbell Morgan) 
http://www.baptistbiblebelievers.com/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=ZEOWzYqU47A%3d&tabid=322&mid=1057 

 
“In this genealogy is the unusual presence of four women. Women were rarely mentioned 
in ancient genealogies, and the four mentioned here are worthy of special note as examples 
of God's grace. They show how God can take unlikely people and use them in great ways.” 
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Why are these four women listed in the genealogy of Jesus?  There are at least three reasons 
for their inclusion.  First, their inclusion demonstrates that Jesus Christ was not some kind 
of "blue blood" in the sense that He did not come from a ‘pure’ aristocratic background.  
Second, their inclusion demonstrates that Jesus identifies with sinners in His genealogy, 
even as He will in His birth, baptism, life, and His death on the cross.  Finally, their 
inclusion shows there is a new place for women under the New Covenant. In both the 
pagan and the Jewish culture of that day, men often had little regard for women. In that 
era, Jewish men prayed every morning, thanking God that they were not Gentiles, slaves, 
or women. And women were regarded more highly among the Jews than among the 
pagans!” http://www.studylight.org/com/guz/view.cgi?book=mt&chapter=1&verse=1#Mt1_1 

 
“Ruth also teaches that Gentiles could believe in the true God (three out of the four women 
mentioned in Christ’s genealogy in Matthew 1 were Gentiles—Tamar, Rahab, and Ruth). Ruth 
explains how a gentile woman could become a member of the royal lineage of David and 
shows the divine origin of the Davidic dynasty (4:18–22).” 
 http://lockportalliance.org/LiftedUp/Introduction%20Ruth.pdf 

 
Tamar played the harlot and slept with her father-in-law in order to provide an heir (Gen. 38).  
Rahab was a harlot by vocation (Josh. 2:1) and Ruth is a Moabite (Gen. 19:30-38; Deut. 23:3), a 
descendent from an incestuous relationship.  Finally there is Bathsheba whose moral 
indiscretion ended with the death of her lawful husband and first born child by King David (2 
Sam. 11, 12).  None of this is included to negate culpability on the part of the individuals.  All 
of it speaks to the enormous mercy and grace of God, whereby He withholds from the guilty 
judgment and gives to the unworthy merit.  All of this marks the seed’s journey.   
 
Listen to how Pastor John MacArthur concludes their inclusion. 
 

“You've got two harlots, one born out of incest, and an adulteress, and they're the only four 
ladies mentioned in the entire genealogy of Jesus Christ. Now what do you think the 
message is? God is a God of what? Grace. Are you glad about that? I'm glad about that. 
Grace. And you know, I think, I think that this genealogy was a literal knockout punch by 
Matthew against the Jews. And by that I mean those antagonistic, hateful ones. They were 
legalistic, boy, they were hot on the pedigree and the line of purity and all of this heritage 
stuff, and so he introduces the Messiah as descending from two harlots, one adulteress, and 
one produced of incest. Coming through a nation whose history was a degenerated history, 
coming from two sinful men, and born to one sinful lady was the King of all Kings. Let it 
be known to Israel and anybody who listens, Jesus Christ is the friend of sinners, did you 
get that? He's the friend of sinners. And He Himself said it, I have not come to call the 
righteous but (what?) sinners to repentance.”  http://www.gty.org/Resources/Sermons/2180 

 
In the midst of horrific sin and its inevitable consequence, God continues to triumph in the 
fulfillment of promises made. This is the beauty of The Story.  God will always win, and no 
matter how tainted and convoluted the swill is, there is a beauty to the movement of God in 
how lost sinners are redeemed for the Master’s use.  He may use whatever He desires to 
accomplish His inevitable end. 
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III. Curse 
 

A. Temporal, only with the immediate family of Jeconiah 
B. Permanent, effectively cuts off the line through Solomon 

 
IV. Fulfillment 

 
“This genealogy establishes Jesus' claim to the throne of David through his adoptive father 
Joseph. This is not His blood lineage through Mary, but His legal lineage through Joseph. The 
Gospel of Luke provides Jesus' blood lineage through Mary.” 
http://www.studylight.org/com/guz/view.cgi?book=mt&chapter=1&verse=1#Mt1_1 

 
“Matthew follows the royal line, through David and Solomon, David's son, Matthew follows it 
all the way down and he gets to David and then the royal line went through Solomon. But 
David had another son, he had several, but this other one was Nathan, and Mary's line came 
through Nathan, so what you have is one line coming down through David and then it goes 
this way through Solomon and this way through Nathan, through Nathan you come to Mary, 
and through Solomon you come to Joseph. Both of them of the seed of David, both of them 
passing on royal blood, so lineally blood line He is of David, legally as a heir to the throne He 
is of David, both by His mother and His father. He is the actual seed of David through Mary, 
He is the legal heir of David through Joseph.”  http://www.gty.org/Resources/Sermons/2180 

 
Matthew 1:18-23 - Observations 

• Although He is legal heir to the throne of David, His lawful right has been frustrated 
because of the Jeconiah curse.   

• Thus, there is no mention of the throne of David in the Matthew account. 

• What Matthew does speak to is “Jesus” and “Emmanuel”. 

• Now notice how Luke accents this aspect of His birth. 
 
Luke 1:30-33 

• 30 The angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary; for you have found favor with God. 

• 31 And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall name Him 
Jesus. 

• 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High; and the Lord God will 
give Him the throne of His father David; 

• 33 and He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and His kingdom will have no 
end." 

 
On what grounds then could Jesus claim the throne of David? He was a member of the 
house of David apart from Jeconiah. He alone received divine appointment to that throne: 
"The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David."  
 
While Matthew's genealogy showed why Y'shua could not be king if he really were 
Joseph's son, Luke's genealogy shows why Y'shua could be king. When he returns, he will 
be king.  
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Two things may be noted by way of conclusion. First, many rabbinic objections to the 
messiahship of Jesus are based on his genealogy. The argument goes, "Since Jesus was not a 
descendant of David through his father, he cannot be Messiah and King." But the Messiah 
was supposed to be different. As early as Genesis 3:15, it was proposed that the Messiah 
would be reckoned after the "seed of the woman," although this went contrary to the 
biblical norm. The necessity for this exception to the rule became apparent when Isaiah 7:14 
prophesied that the Messiah would be born of a virgin: "Therefore the Lord himself will 
give you a sign: Behold, a virgin will be with child and bear a son, and she will call his 
name Immanuel." Whereas all others receive their humanity from both father and mother, 
the Messiah would receive his humanity entirely from his mother. Whereas Jewish 
nationality and tribal identity were normally determined by the father, with the Messiah it 
would be different. Since he was to have no human father, his nationality and his tribal 
identity would come entirely from his mother. True, this is contrary to the norm, but so is a 
virgin birth. With the Messiah, things would be different.  
 
In addition, these genealogies present a fourfold portrait of the messianic person through 
four titles. In Matthew 1:1 he is called the Son of David and the Son of Abraham. In Luke 
3:38 he is called the Son of Adam and the Son of God. As the Son of David, it means that 
Jesus is king. As the Son of Abraham, it means that Jesus is a Jew. As the Son of Adam, it 
means that Jesus is a man. As the Son of God, it means that Jesus is God. This fourfold 
portrait of the messianic person as presented by the genealogies is that of the Jewish God-
Man King. Could the Messiah be anyone less?   
  http://www.jewsforjesus.org/publications/issues/5_6/genealogy “The Genealogy of the Messiah” by 
Arnold G. Fruchtenbaum 

 
 
Shepherding the Sheep: (What’s the NEXT STEP?) 
 
Matthew 1:1-17 

• Jesus Christ is the legal heir to the throne of David 

• Jesus saves sinners 

• Jesus loves Jews and Gentiles alike and together 

• God keeps His promises 
 


